Daniel: Divine Judicial Faithfulness
Our God Whom We Serve Is Able — Daniel 3:8—-18

Look out! Your faith might be showing. In our passage of Scripture today, Daniel’s
three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, had been promoted to
positions of leadership in King Nebuchadnezzar’s government. Yet, even while
serving in a pagan society, they never abandoned their faithfulness to the God
they knew, trusted, and served.

These three men show us how to prepare ourselves spiritually and stand firm
when we face the difficult challenges of life. The culture around them continually
pressured them to shift their allegiance away from God and toward the values,
expectations, and demands of the society around them.

The Chaldeans immediately brought an accusation against them. They named
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego specifically and reported to the king that
these Jewish men were refusing to serve his gods or worship the golden image.
Their accusation was factually true, but their motives were not righteous. Their
actions appear to have been driven by hostility and jealousy toward these Jewish
officials who had been elevated to positions of authority. They saw an
opportunity to use the king’s command against them.

Nebuchadnezzar responded with furious rage. He ordered these men to be
brought before him and personally confronted them. He asked them two
guestions:

1. Is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image | have
established?

2. If you will not worship, are you prepared to be thrown immediately into the
blazing furnace? And what god is there who can deliver you from my
hands?

The king was essentially challenging both their loyalty and the power of their God.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego responded with remarkable faith and courage.
Their answer contains two powerful truths:
1. They declared that God was able to deliver them.
2. They declared that their faithfulness did not depend upon God giving them
the outcome they desired. Their lives were dedicated to God alone.



